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1. jffililWMffiltiil - leader of the M FED8 M group, 
ago 27/36 s 8 f ,7" « blue green eyes, Drown 
curly hair; alias toil educated, speaks easy 
languages, demon. Pollan, french, English, 
has some Knowledge of Italian. 

Very clever, Knows how to use his strong personality. 
Definitely & non of action, has a very strong 
ascendancy over the whole group with when his 
word la law, 

speaks very freely of the Jewish problem hut 
become very reticent when speaking of his own 
past. Vary strongly anti-British. 

Feldmann of Geraan/PoUsh extraction, escaped 
to PALESTINE at the beginning of tho racial 
persecution after spending some time Into an 
Internment camp, managed to return to central 
Europe soon after the German collapse . 

Most probably an executive of the JEWISH 
PALESTINE OQMUXmS. 

3. C ANTONI, a Roman lawyer, head of the Italian 
■ Jewish Community. In charge with the negotiations 
with the British and Italian Governments. 

3. NAHGtf, a wealthy Roman Jew, member of the KAHON 
family leaders of the Jewish community of TRIPOLI 
of LIBIA. 

4. signora DACCQ* , a blonde, good looking woman 
from MILANO, supposed owner of the "FEDS". 

5. Fratelll MARGUGGl, shippers of the boat, with 
offices at SAVONA. 

6. J3AHGIACCHI , owner of the shipyard of the same 
name at LA 3PEZIA , arrested by the British and 
presently jailed at GENOA. 

7. Captain FARIDGNS, Ugo - skipper Of the FEDS 
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1. A mixed lot, numbering over 13 hundred. All young, 
mostly In their twenties, the majority men. 

ihey come from all parts of central Europe, the 
largest nucleus is formed by Poles, the rest are 
Qermans or Austrian* with a small percentage of 
Rumanian* and Hungarian*, 

The average is vw poorly dressed, but they all 
look well fed and mtsry good phlsloal conditions. 
A sturdy lot that can gives a lot of trouble should 
dig strong measure be taken to stop fra 
raving for Palestine. 

2 . M jti&H 

The "FEDS" a motor boat of about 800 tons, 
recently built at ONEQLIA # registered at 
SAVONA in the name of Mrs. nACGO' • Passengers 
accomodations are very poor and tie ship Is 
totally unfit to carry over 300 or 400 people 
at the most. The ship speed Is little over 
six Knots in favourable wheather conditions. 

Having the Italian Authorities refusal to grant 
shipping certificatos for over six hundred and 
fifty passengers a new motor boat, the "VENICE" 
has arrived at PIRSH&X PIER and will take aboard 
the rest. 

She VENICE a sister ship of tho FEDS is also 
registered at SAVONA and managed by the same 
Shippers. 

According to current rumours the Jewish Committee 
owns four more shins of the same type of tho 
two mentioned above. 



3. 
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A commit tee, composed by FEUMAMIf, two doctors 
and the " lngegnere",ruiia the life of the 
community on military linos. 



4. 



Ihe organization Is almost perfect. After reveille 
no one is allowed to remain on the ships, which 
are used only as sleeping quarters. 
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The meals are prepared and consumed on the pier. 
Special squads attend to the cleaning of the ships 
and the pier* 

Washing and sanitary facilities have heen installed. 
Medical attention is provided by two Jewish doctors. 
Everything and everybody looks neat and clean. Since 
the Italian authorities have suspended policing the 
pier, the Jews have their own guards at the gate and 
no one is allowed to enter the pier without the 
authorisation of the committee. Regular passes are 
Issued daily to those who want to go to LA SPEZIA. 

A Post-Offiee has been set up and a special post- 
mark is being used. 

The meals, three a day, are good and substantial, 
and are prepared mostly with fresh supply bought 
at LA SPEZIA. The slgarettes isuued are of British 
or French make, the latter bear the marking, in 
French, M for prisoner of war w . 
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The whole group arrived at LA SPEZIA on a convoy 
Composed of trunks belonging to the PALESTINE BT. 
At present the only mean of conveyance is a small 
truck provided by the British authorities. 



6. Finances 

tin iWiTiftiiTiX as 

Money seems plentiful, is provided by Awooato 
C ANTONI; the main subscriber la the JEWISH AMERICAN 
JOINT COMMITTEE* who has also sent on the 24 April 
a large supply of clothing. 



7. guM.fe.M&h, 



UNRRA help in the form of & refugee eaap and cash 
has been turned down and so local offers of food 
and clothing. 

The only things accepted were two trucks load of 
flour, Jewish bread and wine, cognac sent from 
caserta HQ, and money - mostly american bills- 
and cigarettes offered by American officers and 
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Journalists . 

c. Raactloaa of tha British authorltlti and fltt iteUMi- 

1. The British, who at first showed a very stiff 
attitude and seemed determined to prevent the 
sailing of the H FEDE" at any cost, since the 
intervention of Mr. LASKI have taken the role 
of passive observers. A captain of the FSS has 
been left to LA SPEZIA to watch for future 
develo pmen ts • 

the Jewish committee feels sure that, should 
the British Oovemment refuse to legalise the 
FEDS departure, no action. If any, will be 
taken until the ship enters the PALESTINE waters. 

Ihe measures taken oy the British were the 
following t 

a. A captain of the FSS came from GENOA on or about 
the 5 of April, tried with the help of the Italian 
Police to seize all foods taff stored on board the 
FEDE and have the leaders and the ship crew arrested. 
After hours of discussion gave up the whole scheme, 
but before leaving went over the BARGIACOHI shipyard 
confiscated about six trucks 9 loads of foodstuff 
belonging to the Jews, arrested the shipyard owner 
and took him to GENOA. 

b. Three days later a Captain of the n 3rltlsfe Navy 
arrived on board the FEDE with twenty sailors, the 
party was armed with automatic weapons and two 
utOs. They occupied the deok and the engines room, 
seized all charts and nautical instrumeiits, then 
the officer gave orders to everybody to come on 
board as the FEDE was going to sail at once for 
CHIAVABI store a refugees camp had been set up for 
the emigrants. 

Having met with a most determined refusal on the 
part of the committee and realizing that the 
carrying out of his plan would have caused much 
bloodshed, left after a few hours. 

2. T be Italian authorities have tried to please both 
parties and naturally made some blunders. 
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a. Whan the convoy was captured by the Italian 
police at SARZANA and taken to PIRELLI PIER all 
the emigrants were looked in the pier, the whole 
area heavily policed and all the ship-crew put 
under house-arrest, 

b. After the arrival of the British authorities 
the police acted only according their orders. 

o. The Italian Navy then intervened, the Skipper 
PARI DONE was approached by an offieer of Admiral 
MAUGEEU's staff and asked to have the ship engines 
sabotaged. Having the Skipper refused, a party of 
officers came on board for inspection on the 
following day and one of them managed to steal 
away with a fuel pump and one injector. The damage 
however was readly repaired, as on the same evening 
a ear was despatched to Genoa to buy replacements 
for the parts stolen. This incident caused a lot 
of resentment and a strong letter of protest was 
sent by FSLBMANN to DE COURTEN. The Navy Minister 
answer, a long telegram expressing the Government 
regrets for what had occurred and their sympathy 
for tiie Jewish cause, although not yet delivered 
to FELDMAKN, by order of Admiral MADGERI, has been 
made known to the committee by an offieer of the 
Admiralty. 

d. A few days before Easter a representative of 
the Admiralty has again approached the FEDS Skipper 
with the offer of another empleyement for him and 
his erow and some kind of premium if they* 11 
leave the ship. The offer has been turned down. 




1. The whole population is full of sympathy for 
the Jews and should anything happen it is certain 
that they will be given all kind of help. 

2. Although all the political parties have sent 
words of sympathy and offers to help, the only 
frequent callers to the pier are representative 
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of t he Comuniat Party. 

On Easter Monday John FELDMANN and fifty Jews 
wont over to LA 3PEZIA as official representatives 
of the "FEDE" to a Gomunist ceremony. On their return 
to the ship a Gomunist demonstration tooK place on 
the pier, Improvised by the 300 or so people who had 
escorted baoK the Jewish party, with party's flags 
and hand. A couple of speaches were made hy the 
Italians on the rights of the oppressed, freedom 
accts. , followed by a mass singing of the M red-flag. 
After Feldraann words of thanlcs and gratitude for 
Italian hospitality, the meeting was called of. 
Incidentally, the Commiasario Politico of LA SPEZIA 
Questura, well Known for his leftist leaning Is 
one of FELDMANN good friends. 



ii. Catela yAMDONB. 3Klpp«r of th. "rwsr 
a. usmsi. to* > 

FA HI DONE. Ugo ; 

fu Angelo and fu Gaterina COLOTTOj 
bom at LERIGI, U SPEZIA, 1399; 

5 , T , a brown hair and eyes; slim; wide soar on 

the left cheeK; 

married, two children; 

address; LEHIGI ; 

religion ; catholic t 

politico ; won Known anti-fascist, a member 
of the Demo-Ghristiaa Party. 



B. Narrative 




According to FARXBQRE , none of the crew or himself, 
had any Knowledge of the shippers plans for the 
trip. 

Before leaving QNEGLIA there had been rumours 
that the FEDE was going to be used for the 
repatration of I.P.W. from North Africa, but the 
only Instructions he had received, from the shippers 
before sailing was to go to LA SPEZIA and wait there 
for orders. 
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On tha following day the ship was moored at the 
PIRELLI PIER, belonging to the Royal Navy, and 
workmen of the BARG I AC CHI ’s shipyard started at 
once to erect slapping berths. 

Three days later a convoy of 3ritish Trucks loaded 
with foodstaff , mostly army rations arrived at the 
pier i part of the load was taken on board, the rest 
was stored at BARGIACCHI's shipyard. The two officers, 
who were wearing British uniforms and the insignia 
of the PALATINE BT, in charge of the convey never 
gave any informations and left as soon as the vehicles 
had been unloaded. 

2. Italian Police Intervention. 

On the 31 March a Captain of the FINAN2A Inspected 
the FEDS and as the Skipper could not offer any 
satisfactory explanation for the large amount of 
allied rations found and for the works that had 
been carried out, seized all the materiel and 
gave the order that no one was to leave the ship 
until some orders from CASERTA ALLIED HQ. had 
been received. 

In the evening a strong police force arrived on the 
spot. 

3 * A m&L .tf. Jfrf. samar* 

Gtt the 3, April, late in the afternoon, two allied 
officer, wearing the British uniform, arrived at 
the pier on a Jeep* went on board the FEDE and told 
the Skipper to get ready to take on board about 
one thousand people. 

To the Polio# Officer they told briefly that they 
had orders from CASERTA and all the official papers 
including the passengers' list was In the h&ds of 
the convoy commander. The PollGe Of floor not knowing 
what to do, asked the two to accompany him to 
LASPE2IA and make together a phone call to CASERTA 
Allied Hq., at first the two agreed, but as soon 
as the vehicle was out of the pier gates, the 
Italian was thrown out of the car which disappeared 
in the dark. 

Later in the night the rumour was spread that a 
large convoy of Germans and memebrs of the SAM 
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heading for LA SPSZIA, had been captured by the 
Police near 3AHZANA, 

Little after daybreak:, about twenty truck* , 
escorted by jeeps and police cars, entered the 

? ier, unloaded their passengers, well over a 
housand people and left almost at once, The 
trucks, of British make, bore the markings of the 
PALESTINE BT. 

The Police authorities, not knowing what to do, 
ordered everybody on board and reiforced the 
armed watch on the pier. 

4. British intervention 

Early afternoon a Sgt. of the P3S arrived, but 
did not stay long. Left with the promise that 
an officer would soon be dawn to straighten 
matters out, 

A Lt. and two Sgta. , also of the 733, were on 
board on the following morning, and they informed 
the Jewish leaders that all foodstuff was going 
to be confiscated . Further, transportation would 
be provided by the British authorities to take 
the emigrants to some refugee can®. After much 
arguing the F 3 S party left contenting themselves 
to seize all the provisions that had been Mftsd 
at the BAiiGIACCHX ' s shipyard, about six trucks 
loads, and arresting Mr. BABOHACOHI. 

On the 6th , a party composed of two British and 
one American , all officers, arrived from casehta, 
but soon left without making any decisions. 

The morning of the 7 , an armed party of H.M.N, 
composed of one officer and twenty men, all 
armed with automatic weapons oame on the FEDE, 
seized all charts and nautical Instruments, took 
possession of the deok and of the engines room, 
then curtly told FBLDMAHH to call everybody on 
board as the ship was going to sail for CHXAVAR1, 
where a refugee camp had been set up. 

Again FELOMANN refused to obey. For a while lt 
looked like serious trouble could not be avoided, 
then the Officer somehow frighted by the very 
hostile attitude of the crowd, gave up and left. 

5. The hunger strike 

As a protest against toe attltuio or to, British 





authorities! on the same evening the whole community 
went on a hunger strike, strictly observed by every 
body* children included. 

Arrival of Harold LA3KI 

On the night of the 10, Mr. LASK1, AwocatO CANTON I 
and Signor NAHQN arrived at the pier and shortly 
afterwards were Joined by a British Captain. 

After two hours conference with the boat conmittee, 
orders were issued for the strike be ceased. 

Laski left the same night with the promise to intervon 
personally with Mr. BEFIN. 

First news from LASKI were received on the 19 April, 
when the British laborite wired that he had ample 
hopes to obtain from H.M. Government permission 
for the ship departure, at the same time he asked 
everybody to be patient abd at least await, before 
making any move, until the 26 April. 

The night of the 26 no comunleatlon from London 
had been received by the committee. 

Italian Navy intervention 

First the Admiralty informed FELDMANN that the 
sailing papers could not be granted to the FEDS 
as it was their opinion that the boat could not 
carry more thatn 650 people. 

Then, Admiral MAUOBHI on learning that the dews 
had other ships available, had the FEDS skipper 
approached and asked to have some vital parts 
taken away from the engines. Having the Skipper 
refused to have anything to do with the scheme, 
a party of Navy Officers came on board and one 
of them managed to sneak away with a pump and a 
fuel injector. 

The damage was easily repaired the next day as 
new parts were obtained in GENOA, but since then 
no Italian Navy Officer has been seen on the boat. 

A few days before Easter the Skipper was again 
approached by the Admiralty and promised another 
Job and a reward if he would persuade his crew 
to abandon the FEDS. The skipper has refused the 
offer and states that he is ready to make the 
trip to Palestine with or without the British 
blessing. 




S&t IS. 



Ill - John FELBMANN Stefteffleiit 



1. According to FELDMANN , the Jews are very 
disappointed by the way the Allies are handling 
their problem. 

True, they are thankfull for the assistance they 
have received and are receiving by the Americana 
and the British but they point out that although 
nearly a year has passed since the collapse of 
Germany, the majority of the Central Europe Jewish 
communities are still in concentration camps, an 
unbearable condition i even if to-day the Allies 
do their best to make them forget the years of. 
horrors they gone through* 

2. The Jews to day fear EUROPE, they are convlnoed 
that the Germans have really won their racial war* 

In every country that has been under German occupation, 

antl-Jewlsh feeling is running high* There have 

been pogroms in RUMANIA and HUNGARY, in POLAND 

Jews are being murdered everyday. The Russian authoy^is 

have done nothing to put a stop to it; moreover 

many Russian Jews fear the outbreak of racial 

persecutions in the Soviet territory* 

In the areas occupied by the British or the Americans, 
the local population does show a very hostile attitude 
against the Jews. 

3. Of the 8 millions Jews living in central Europe 
before the outbreack of the war, only one million 
and half have managed to survive* Their leaders 
Intend to transfer the whole lot in Palestine in 
little over a year. They feel that if left alone 
they can work out an agreement with the Arabs* 

4. They believe that the main fear of the British 
is that a Jewish State of Palestine will fora a 
spear head of the Soviets in the Middle East* 

PEUMANN denies any leanings on the part of the 
Jews for comunlsm, admits that some of the Jews 
are strong comuniat supporters, but also states 
that once they 'll find themselves In PALESTINE 
all politics will be forgotten. (!). 
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5. All offers for the settling of Jewish community 
in other parts of the British Snpire or in South 
American countries have been turned down. 

Centuries of cruel persecutions have taught the Jews 
their lesson. They all believe that only a free 
PALLSTIRB can give them a full seourety for ever 
and they are determined to reach their goal at any 
cost. 

6. Italy was chosen as a concentration and sailing 
point as the other route , the Balkan one, has proved 
too difficult and costly in money and lives. 

Many Jews are today in refugees camps located in 
norther Italy, Turin , Padua eccts. Moreover the 
Jews have found the Italians very sympathetic 
towards them. 



IV. 




1, Prom different sources it is learnt that other 
Ships of the FJSB1S type are moored in small ports 
of the Ligurian coast and more shipment are being 
organized. 

2, It is almost certain that should the British 
succeed to seize the "F£D£” , a good part of her 
passengers will be shifted over ni#it to another 
boat* transportation seems to have been already 
found at LA SPKZIA. 

3* The main concentration points in Northern Italy 
are In the province of BRjSSCIA and in the scnroimdlngs 
of PADUA, fhere the Jews arrive in small groups from 
Central Europe, incidentally PADUA is the centre 
of a very prosperous Jewish community. 

To every traveller is issued a pass written in Hebrew, 
and a few addresses where they will found enough help 
to reach the embarkation point. 
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